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At once the Texaco Company, through Captain Frank M. Hawks,
offered a twin of the damaged Northrup.   This my committee
chartered in Kansas City, engaging the crack transport pilot Dick
Merrill to fly it to Chile with Mechanic Klenke, which he did via
Yucatan, Cristobal, Guayaquil, Lima, Santiago, and Bahia Blanca,
Argentine—8,000 miles in forty hours of flying.
The chronology of events at this time:
November vj—Wyatt Earp arrived at Deception Island.
November 30—Wyatt Earp sailed for Magallanes.
December 4—Wyatt Earp arrived at Magallanes.
December 5—Australia announced its intention to send the Dis-
covery 11 to die Bay of Whales.
December 9—Thaw plane cracked up at Atknta.
December 13—Merrill left Kansas City with the Texaco Northrup.
December 19—Merrill reached San Antonio, Argentine, and de-
livered his plane to Lymburner, my reserve pilot, who that same
day flew it down, 1,000 miles to Gallegos, Chile, to be fitted with
pontoons sent up from the Wyatt Earp by truck.
December 22—The Northrup relief plane, Texaco 20, fitted for
depot-laying work along the Antarctic Coast, reached Magallanes
and was loaded aboard the Wyatt Earpt which that same evening
sailed for Charcot Island.
December 23—The Discovery II sailed from Melbourne for the
Bay of Whales, via Dunedin, New Zealand. The vessel had not
hurried departure, since she could not expect to break through to
the Ross Sea much before January 15. The Discovery II carried
two aeroplanes, pilots from die Royal Australian Air Force, sledges,
and extra rations for long marches over the ice.
Wilkins and the Wyatt Earp reached the heavy shore pack ice
off Charcot Island on December 28. The pack extended out sixty
miles from the island and mainland coast, but, even so, it was com-
pressed by a strong gale blowing from the north. There were no
leads in the ice offering still water from which the Texaco 20 could
take off with pontoons, and the sea was far too rough to attempt
even to launch the plane.
These conditions, interspersed with fogs and snows, persisted day
after day. On December 31 Wilkins gave it up and started for the
Bay o£ Whales to keep his schedule. He had never really believed

